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fact that she, who had once been so beautiful, should
be doomed to the lonely life of a spinster. In her youth,
brilliant marriages had been planned for her. The King
of Poland had been one of her suitors, and after Marie
Lescynska's death, there had been some talk of marrying
her to that terrible old man, Louis XV. of France.
Now Elisabeth had to be content with the honorary
and tiresome post as head of the religious institution
for aged women which Maria Theresa had founded in
Innsbruck. The function of these women was to pray
daily for the peace of the late Emperor Francis's soul.

Later, after Maria Theresa's death, Joseph at once
sent these two sisters to the religious institutions of
which heretofore they had been only the official heads,
but while the Empress lived her two unmarried daughters
cast a continuous gloom on the palace. They con-
stantly quarrelled with each other, and Maria Theresa
did not think it unusual when, as she once wrote to
Ferdinand, Elisabeth had been so angry with the world at
large that she refused to speak to any one for thirty hours.

" Immured in the Imperial Palace," an English
visitor to Vienna described the "gloomy and tedious
life " of Elisabeth and Marianne : " almost destitute
of society, obliged to attend their mother wherever she
moves, and compelled to assist at ceremonies or exercises
of devotion, as if they were nuns rather than Princesses;
scarcely are they known to exist by any of the foreign
nations of Europe, and never were any persons less
objects of envy."